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Writing a novel?

What is AustLit?
AustLit aims to be the definitive 
research environment and 
information resource for Australian 
literary, print, and narrative culture.

What if I’m a published author? 
If you’re an author of fiction and 
working in Australia, your work should 
be included on AustLit. And once it 
is, it becomes part of an enormous 
network of Australian writing, linked 
to other authors and other works 
through shared settings and subjects. 
Both before and after publication, 
AustLit helps you position your work 
in the literary landscape.

How do I use AustLit?
One thing that all writers need is 
a strong sense of what material is 
already out there. Whether you’re 
writing creative non-fiction, novels 
or short stories, knowing what’s 
already out there can help you find 
a new niche to explore, identify 
publishers who specialise in your 
field and read and learn from your 
fellow writers. 

Case Study
You’re toying with setting your next 
crime novel in Melbourne. But you 
have an idea that quite a few crime 
novels are set in Melbourne, so you 
come to AustLit to double-check.

And searching for crime novels, 
detective novels, and thrillers set in 
Melbourne gives you quite a list.

The good news is that you now 
know a lot more about crime novels 
set in Melbourne. The not-so-good 
news is that people have been 
writing them since the 1850s, and 
there’s quite a few.

But there’s always room for  
another one!

After all, now you know that one 
thing is missing from the database: 
a crime novel set in Melbourne but 
starring zombies. And that’s a niche 
you might just be able to exploit… 

Need information on Australian literature, film and drama or cultural studies?

What can I find on AustLit?
On AustLit, you will find records 
for over 900,000 works and 
more than 150,000 authors and 
organisations. These records include 
bibliographical or biographical 
details; information on genres, 
subjects, settings; lists of ‘works 
about’; links to related works and 
people; and other rich material. 

The AustLit database records 
over 13,800 works published by 
Australian writers last year, including 
over 900 novels, over 400 picture 
books, and over 240 autobiographies 
– that’s quite the body of work for a 
relatively small population!

What are AustLit datasets? 
Explore a range of AustLit datasets, 
which collect together various 
forms or genres of writing, including 
BlackWords, Climate Change in 
Australian Narratives, World War I  
in Australian Literary Culture,  
Asian-Australian Children’s Literature 
and Publishing, Australian Popular 
Medievalism, Pulp Fiction, and  
much more. 

If you’re writing the next Great Australian Novel, then AustLit is your go-to resource for both primary 
and secondary sources. Ask your librarian how to get the most out of AustLit!
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